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>1Y FIRST TRIP IN THE ROMA ,

March 3, 1921.
My Roman diary of tho .*<d of March begin;;:

has bcen a memorable day. Through the kind offices of Colonel
v Assistant Military Attache of my embassy and specialist in

a on, r." have had the rare experience of a trip of an hour and a

ha iver the city and then over Lake Alhano in the big semi-rigid
C" ,]o Roma, which has been bought by the United States government
for 194,000. n is awaiting the arrival of American experts sent to make
» ' iai tfip before it shall be taken to pieces for transport to Newport
News, Ya.. where it is to be reassembled."

These prosaic words stand for one of the most poetic and thriiling
l es I have over had.

Much to mj regret, the amf&ssadress dnd not _o in the party, which'
included, besides Colonel and Mrs. Chaney, my son, Owen, and his wife
and his daughter, Olivia; Mr. Reading Bertron, Commander Field, Assist-!
ni' Naval Attache; Comniandant Reimbert, French aviation attache, and'

Ri imbert and a number of others, perhaps twenty in all.

Italiau Moriiing Favors Trip
It was a glorious morning. such as we had had for three weeks, with!

« bit of mist along the horizon.the delicate opal gray which haunts the'
" hills and sifts into Rome these crisp March mornings. We left
Grand Hotel at 8 o'clock in automobiles and in forty minutes arrived

big hangar on the Campagna, to the southeast of the city. The
ia wa.s already out, and a beautiful sight it was.as gay and light as

a bul le, quite something out of fairyland.and we could hardly realize
th \ th it wo wi rc soon to be companions of the air.

e ascent wns to hc at i* o'clock, and the intervening time was;
in looking at two other airships in the hangar.a small one of

: "n" type (the smallest airship made, I believe) and the colossal
ppelin LZ-l-U. which was assigned to Italy after the war, and
the unenviable reputation of having bombed London three!

times. ' may speak of it in the past, for it was afterward irretrievably
the attempt to get it into the hangar. It still bore the iron

c ted under one side, but it had been renamed the Ansonia.Ij
!- ancient name for this part of Italy. It had four boats pendant,

ont, two amidships and one aft, each having a motor attached.
municate between,these one had to climb a ladder and walk through

thi interior, which struck me as a clumsy expedient. It was not quite
c- larj as the Roma, but was of much the same shape.

Six Engines Propel Roma
oceeding to the Roma we found the men holding it by ropes at-
to the sides above and forward and aft of the cabin, which is
amidshxps. It is 420 feet long and its content is 1,100,000 cubic
Six engines (three sets> hang below the envelope, and these An-

i-San Giorgio motors have nearly 3,000 horsepower. Wondering if
there might he a Jonah among us, we mounted by a short ladder into

e belly of this leviathan of the air to a first deck, about twenty-ave feet!
mg, open on both sides save for an iron taffrail that forms part of the;
tructure; and thon to the right by a few steps up to a cabin, having arm

chairs and five windows on each side; but we soon went back to the more

jnteresting first dock, where the pilot stood at the wheel on the star-;
board side.

\ fter we were under way 1 followed an officer and my son up a long,!
arrow inclini by a plank pathway to the very bow, holding on by ropes.
Had I fallen over I should have tested the strength of the envelope, which
..- chiefly of rubbe'rized cotton, though in certain parts considerable silk

u ed. The skeleton framework is of aluminum, and as one looks toward
or stern the effect is of looking along a three-faced prism with the
down.

Throughout the trip tho temperature was mild, and some of the
windows were open, although wc were going at the rate of thirty
an hour over the city and fifty over the Campagna. Our highest
ie was aboul 900 feet. Tlie noise of tho engines made one's speech

ful to the car. Fndeed, it was so great that the coming of the Roma
nnounced from afar, and the people rushed to windows and streets;

et again the never-failing wonder.

Flight Causes !No Sensations
! was astonished to tind that I had no unusual sensations in rising.i
ziness. no qualms, nn sense of shifting from side to side. There was,

["act, until just as wc descended, nothing to indicate that we were not!
ary, except the change of scene. The almost treeless Campagna,-
and green, was very beautiful and picturesque to look upon.long,

* aight roads, hedges, walls, railways. fissures of waterless streams,
hite dots of houses, hig groups of sheep or cattle huddling or scampering

al the noise of our approach, and chiefly the long, broken lines and arches
tl . ancient aqueducts. As we started for the city we saw to the left,

cctting ,,ff the emptiness of the Campagna, the massive round tomb of
Cecilia Metclla.
The approach to the city w»8 thrill-

St. IVter's rof<c gray-whitc in the
'.-..< and the whole of the Eternal

ity Ihv before us irj one comprchen-
¦¦p ;-'ance. Off to thc north was

Worace'a Mount Soractc, the winter
thermomcter of Romc, standinjr out
6*parately among the ncisrhboring hillc.

ad the advantago of Cictur and his
contemporaries of. tccing their favorite

»-

city as they had never seen it. The
walls and gates were well defined, and
through thc opera glass we could des-
ery the detai!^ of many of the fanious
rnonuments. the most prominer.t being
thc Latcran, the pyramid of Cestius

(Contlnued »n ntxt (ini
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Tho Roma and \Uv Commander, Who Was KiMid

*>..;.i:i,..!*w;i.;»*im:.i

The ill-fated dirigiblc is bIioati landing ai Bolling Field after a recent six-liour f'lighl. Captain Dals Mabiy, in chargeof lln- eraft, was burned to death when it was destroved bv fire yesterdav.

Senators A«jree
Oii Reservation

i

To4-Power Pact
Brandegee Amrndmeiil, Def-

initely Providing Agains!
Use of Force, Receives
Approval ol* Coniraittee

Suits Lodgr and Harding
Consent of Congress Also
To Be Requircd for Any
Artion Under Covenant

'"'-'. Tlie Tribunc's Washington nureau
WASHINGTON', Feb. 21. The Sen¬

ate Foreign Relations Committee to¬

day practically decided to adopt n rea
ervation to the four-power treaty,
framed by Senator Brandegee, of Con-
necticut, which is intended to relieve
the United States of any obligation to
use force and to require tho consent
of Congress to any adjustment or un-

derstanding arrived at under thc
treaty.
While the reservation was not for-

mally adopted, tlie developments in
committee made it clear that it would
be. Senator Lodge has advised Sena¬
tor Brandegoo that he will accept it,
and members of tlie Foreign Relations
Committee are advised that President
Harding will not stand in the way of
it. In the committee .to-dny Senator.
KclloKg, of Minnesota, was tho only!
member openly to oppose it. although
Senators New, McCumber and Wil-
liams are considered ajrainst it.

Text of I'roposed Reservation
Following is the Braudegee reserva¬

tion :

"The Senate advises and consents,
subjoct to thc following reservation,
which is to be made a part of the in-
strument of ratification, to wit:
"The United States understands that

it assumes no obligation, either legal
or morul, to maintain tho rights in re-
lation to tho insular possessions or!
insular dominions of any of lhc other
high contracting parties, and that the
consent of the Congress of thc United
States shall be necessary to any ad¬
justment or understanding under Arti-

iContlnued on page six)

Marooned Family Saved
By Food From Airplane

Help Thwarted by Storni. Sup-
plies Are Dropped Into
Yard by Aerial Rescucr

RENO, Nev., Feb. 21..Marooned frn.n
the rest of the world with no nioans
of replenishing their food supply, a

father, mother and two children living
on a homestead twelve n)iles north of
Reno were saved from possible starva-
tion to-day by the alr mail service.
which sent a food laden airplane to the
district. While the plane circled over
the house three large sacks of food
were dropped into the yard.
Heavy storms had made it impossible

to reacn the house, and neighboring
homesteader8 had attempted to aid
them, but could not reach the place,
even on horseback.

It was three weoks apo when the
father, J. Welch, came to Reno and
bought a small supply of food. He had
planned to obtain more the following
week. He was ill at the time.
Then the storm came and the air mail

service was asked to aid. It took the
plane just half an hour to complete
the errand.
Hmoke "IN-H-TWEKN".Finrsl liltle clrnr
In th« t-fi.rld tc «ach. i in foll. 2&c.AUvt.

List of DraiL Missing and Those
Who Survived Airship Disaster

WA6H1XGT0X, Feh. 21.- Ai\ official list of the stwiicors, dcad and
mi sing in Ihe Roma disaster was recch'ed from Langley Field by thc
Army Air Service to-night. 7'4c addresses, however, in most cases were
uiuavailablc, The list follows: s-

Identified Dead Private Kingston.
Eirst Lieutenanl William K. Private Thomas M. Blakeley

Riley, of 526 East Eighty-sixth Private John Thompson.st reet, New "i ork. ,, Private Marion Hiil.
" Civilians (all from McCook Field,Major John <i. Thornell. ,, /%, ,Dayton, Olno).

Major Walter W. Vautsmeier. ,,. ... ,,, ,u. \\. Mryker, cngine exnert.Captain Dale Mabvy. ,, , , TIkobert Hanson, mcchanie.Captain George D. Watts. ...,,. r... ... ,william () Laughlin. mechanic.
aptam Allen P. McFarland. .... .1 honias llarnman, mechanic.

' aptam Durschmidt. n ,ir e , , . ,(- w. bcnulenberger, mechanic.irsl Lieutenant ,T. R. Hall.
Eirst Lieutenant ('. Burns. Survivors
Eivsl Lieutenant Clifford E. Captain Walter J. Reed, of Scars-
Smythe. dale, N. Y.
Eirst Lieutenant Wallace C. Cum- Major John D. Reardon, Washing-

mings. ton, 1). (.'.
First Lieutenant Ambrose V, First Lieutenant Clarence IL

Clinton. Welch. of Papillion, Neb.
First Lieutenant llamlil Rine. Lieutenant B. G. Burt, pilot,
Master Sergeant Roger H. Mc- slightly injured.

Nally. Sergeant Harry A. Chapman.
Master Sergeant Murry. Sergeant Virden T. Peek, Terra
Master Sergeant Homer Gorby. Haute' Ind" uninjured.
Sergeant Lee M. Harris. -Sergeant, Joseph N. Biedenbach,

Akron, Oliio.
Corporal Flores.
Charles Dworack; McCook Field,

Dayton, Ohio.
Ray llurley, of the National Ad-

visory Committee on Aeronautics,Sergeant Schumacker. uninjured.
Sergeant Beale Holmes. Wuii,,.- a \i,.v.,;,. r »¦. dwaitei A. McMair, of the Bureau
Sergeant Heverjn. oi* Standards, Washington, D. C.

Sinn Fein Assembly Split bv
De Valera's Cry for fcFreedom9

Sergeant Lewis Hilliard,
Sergeant Beal.
Sergeant Thomas Yarborough.
Sergeant William Ryan.
Sergeant Virgi] Huffman.

By Arthur S. Draper
' rom Tiie Tribune's European Bureau

.¦'¦' I''-: N< -.'¦ Vr,-i: Tribune Inc )
DUBLIN, Feb. 21..The national as-

sembly of thr Sinn Fein, after an all-
daj session, adjourned to-night badly
divided over the Anglo-Irish treaty, but
still hopeful of some compromise that
will prevent wrecking lhe Sinn Fein
movement. A vote for nr against the
pact, hoped for by 7 o'clock to-night
was put over until to-morrow with the
expectation thal some middle ground
can be found between the extremist
republican8, led by Eamon de Valera,
and the Free Staters, headed by Ar¬
thur Grifflth and Michael Collins.

At adjournment it was apparent that
the Free Staters were on the defensive
and Jie \'ulera, whose opening clarion
note of freedom won the crowd, had
the upper hand. Richard Mulcahv,
Minister of Defense in the Free State
cabinet and leader of the republican
army, prevented a complete split by
proposing a compromise which may
postpone a general election in Ireland
on th« treaty.
Members of the Catholic clergy made

a dctermined efTort to reconcile the
antagonistic views of the Free Staters
and the republicans. Although there
seems to be no poBsibility of this, Mul-
cahy's peacemaking efforts may suc-
ceed in defering tho issuo for a time
nnd leaving the Sinn Fein party intact.
ho Valera was frankly in favor of a

wide-open split, preferring two parties,

''or and against. the treaty, ratner than
one party divided against itself. But
Mulcahy's proposal was accepted. Un¬
der it the leaders of both sides were in
closed session to-night to reach a com¬
promise that will guarantee the future
of a united Sinn Fein.
De Valera characterized to-day's

meeting as "miniaturc Ireland." Three
thousand delegates were super-crowdedinto a circular room at the Mansion
House that is only 100 feet in diameter
and has one single narrow balcony.
With no heat, no ventilution and a ma¬
jority of the delegates smoking pipes,
the atmosphere be.came so unbearable
that De Valera had to get up on his

(Contlnuwl on pafje unven)

Suspect Held as Sands,
Missing Taylor Butler

Prisoner at Concord, IV C, Said
to Fit C.losely Deseription

of#Man Soujilit
CONCORD, N. C. Feb. 21..Chief of

Police Talbert arrested a man here to-1
night suspectcd of being Edward F.
Sands, who is wanted in connection
with the killing of William Desmond
Taylor, the motion picture .lirect'ir, in
California.
The man held here is said to fit

closely the description of Sanls, who
was formerly a valet and butler iu the
Taylor household.

Survivors Tell
Plunge in

Burning Craft
Everything Ran SmootKly.

Says Sergeant in Charge
of Motors, Until the Ele-
vation Lever Went Wrong

Electric Wire Fatal

Captain Mabry Comniended
hy Men for Efforts in
Trviiig to Save Roma

XORFOI.K, Feb. 21. -Survivors of the
Roma disaster were able to-mght to

give a fairly detailed tory of their
experience. Only three of the forty-
live men who went up in the airship
cnme down uninjured. Those who were

hurt were, in many cases, too seriously
in.iured to tell what had occurred. and
others remembered only vivid incidents
of the terrifying few minutes in which
they faced almost certain death.

Sergeant. J. X. Biedenbach, one of the
eleven survivors, said the Roma was

"alive" one minute and dead the next.
"If 1 am still living and not erazy," he
sairi. "we were only in a burning
ship five minutes. I heard men scream

about me. 1 was busy with the motors
at the time. The motors worked per-
Fectly. There was never a flying ship
that had more right to live than the
Ronm did to-day.
"The weather was with us; the en¬

gines and motors worked perfectiy and
everything was running as smoothly as
one could wi3h until the elevation lever
went back on us. We were down then.
We came down when the rudder hung
up on us. We were then probably 1,200
feet up. We came down gradually. The
steering gear got all right after we

made the descent and we were trying
to clear the wires and smokestacks at
the urmy base when we caught fire.

Electric Wire Destroyed Craft
"If the elevatioi. iever had worked

properly, the Roma would have never
caught fire, in my opinion. I did not
know the ship was on lire until I felt
a jolt. It was the electric wire that
destroyed the ship and burned up so
many men.

"Captain Mabry was the bravest man
I ever suw, he stuck to the last. He
did his best to save us and save the
Roma."

bergeant Virden T. Peek, another
survivor, said the Roma was behaving
bcautifully until she had trouble in
her rudder, but nobody on board
thought there was any danger.
"We knew we weie drepping," he

said, "and we thought a soft spot was

being picked out for us to land on. It
was not until Lieutenant Burt shouted
that the elevation lever would not work
and some one said something about
hitting a smokestack that we realized
we were in danger.
"The Roma barely missed hitting a

tell smokestack on one of the buildings
at the army base. The men breathed a
sigh of relief when that was over.
Then when Lieutenant liurt was unable
to make the elevation lever do its duty
wa shot past one building, then another.
It appeared to us like there was noth¬
ing but buildings and poles in front
of us. They passed ua rapidly. It re-
minded me of looking out of a window
of a train and seeing teiegraph poles
pass every second. Tnen there came a

jolt. My clothing was on fire almost
mstantly. I did not know what had
happened, but I trembled all over. I
must have sustained a shock."

Albert Florea, who was in the ob-
servers' pit, on top of the bag, said:
"I felt the ship ti!t. up from the back
and started « ,; '.. '¦ I tried t"

(Continued en next nise)

When Vou Think ot WrltiUf
TUlnlt of Whlting..A4n.

3 of II Survivors Unhurt;
Many Are Killed in Leap
From Flaming Craft

Capt. Mabry, Pilot,
Dies at His Post

Crash With High Voltage Wire
at Hampton Roads Causes
Explosion; Rudder Fails

Special Dispatch to The Tribune

NORFOLK. Va., Feb. 21..The second attempt of the United States
to develop an airship fleet through purchases abroad ded disastrc
at the Hampton Roads army base to-day, when the army semi-rigid
dirigible Roma, after developir.g rudder trouble 1,500 feet on the air,
erashed 200 feet in flames to the ground. exploded and caused the death
of thirty-four of the forty-five passengers and members of the crevi

on board. The accident was the worst in the history of aircraft in the
United States.

Three of the eleven survivors, by miracle oi har e, ¦.-'.' re unhurt
A tarnished gold leaf clinging to a charred uniform served identifj
one of the dead as Major John G. Thornell, the Air Servii whi
supervised this 412-foot flying ship since the day she was acquired from
the Italian government. The others of those unfortunate na1 igators c'
ihe air are mercifully posted at Langley Field as "missing" to softei
the fact that they are but charred embers among the fused ened
metal that. was the articulated framework of this greate t sem

rigid airships.
After the airship which had a capacity of 1 et Q*

hydrogen gas. was set on fire by the exposion the heat w;

that firemen from three departments worked five hours bef< re

take out the charred bodies of the victims buried undi grea
framework. M

Army Offieers Begin [nvestigation .

The story of the last cruise of the Roma has been pieced togethei
to-night by army investigators taking the accounts of ground observers
the broken sentences of terribly burned survivors, and the more lucid
versions of the three men who were unhurt.

Mute testimony was added to the wi rds of the living by fleshlesa
hands that clutched the pilot wheel in a grip of death. fhey told somo*
thing of the herolsm of those flying mcn. ot' a aoldierly aevotion to du'v
that is ordinarily associated only with battlefields. They had been tr
hands of Captain Dale Mabry, chief pilot and commandi r of the Roma.
He died at his post, and doing so created a tradition for captains of tha
air that parallels the ancient law of the sea.

The Roma became unmanageable at the height of 1,500 feet throngb
some defect that developed in her elevating mechanism. ¦vv.-
ture had been taken out on what was to have been a speed fiight to tesl
six Liberty motors of 400-horsepower each that had replaced the mor4
delicate and less satisfactory Italian engines with which she was orig:
nally driven.

Back and forth over the flatlands about Hampton Roads ihe dirigibH
was guided by her expert crew for nearly an hour. Then, as ihe shr
ttraightened out for a fiight inland to Richmond, something went wror.;
The tirst intimation the crew and passengers had was a shout frrn
Lieutenant Burt, in charge of the elevator plane-.

Major J. G. Reardon, one of the survivors, told about that. He :aid:
"I heard Lieutenant Burt cry, 'She won't respond!'
"Captain Mabry, standing by his wheel. shouted to the lieutenant tl

elevate the ship. Burt put his whole weight on the elevation lever, bc
the Roma, her nose going lower and lower, continued to rush towan
the ground. Then I heard Captain Mabry say, 'Good God, boys!' The
was no fire until we struck a high voltage electric wire just above tht
ground. Then everything burst into flames."

Dives to Earth Under Own Power
lt was just a^ little before 2 o'ciock in the afternoon when those ol

the ground at the army base at Hampton Roads beard the roaring of tht
six powerful Liberty motors of the Roma. Looking up. they were just il
time to see the blunt nose of the silvery mass point sharply downward

For a few moments the ship drove toward the earth under her on:
power. She was not falling. Then the motors were shut off and tl
speed of the descent slackened. The horrified watchers on the grour.
saw tiny, ant-like tigures at the portholes in the triangular keel franticallj
hcaving sand ballast through the openings, but they worked in vain.

As the vessel came near the earth, her pilots still striving frant
to control her, the airship struck two high tension wires carrying 2,l
volts. The next instant the nose of the big vessel hit the ground and
rolled over. There followed a terrific explosion and then the whole airsh
was on fire.

When the Roma burst into flames many of those on board Icapcd »'
their lives. Their bodies fell on a pile of pig iron, and in less time than
takes to tell it the burning airship fell almost on the same spot. "i
mcn who had made the desperate leap for life. if they were not alrea.
dead when their bodies struck the pile of iron, were burned to death und
the airship.

There was just one man who leaped and landed on soft ground. H
escaped almost unhurt, excepting for a few burns on his face and hanc
He is Lieutenant Byron T. Buvt. He jurnped from the Roma when s!i
was about thirty feet in the air and landed in the mud.

Ten Escapc After Hitting Earth
Ten other men were saved from death by being able to leave t:

ship quickly after she struck the earth. Captain Walter J. Reed. v
stood by the ship to the last, came out of the burning mass of steel u
wood and rags with just a few scars on his ear and hand. He says
does not know why he is alive. Of all the line offieers on the Roma oi
two escaped death.Captain Reed and Lieutenant Burt. Both were listo
as pilots on the Roma.

In the hands of two dead men dragged from thc wrcck were i |
extinguishers. This bears out the theory that the ship must have b
on fire when she was 200 feet in thc air, and the men had grabbed
extinguishers to help extinguish the blaze, but Captain Reed and Lki


